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1. Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Under Article 13 of the Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) (the WFD), Member States 

are required to submit River Basin Management Plans for each river basin district within their 

territory.  These plans will be reviewed and updated every six years, with the first review cycle 

ending in 2015.  At that point the plan will be updated and subjected to further planning and 

consultation. 

The aim of the WFD is to establish a framework for the protection of all inland, groundwater 

and coastal water bodies to: 

• Prevent deterioration and to protect and enhance aquatic ecosystems; 

• Promote sustainable use of water to protect water resources in the long term; 

• Enhance protection and improvement of the water environment through a 

progressive reduction in pollution; 

• Mitigate the effects of floods and droughts. 

River Basin Districts (RBDs) are the main areas used to co-ordinate the management of the 

water environment through the WFD.  The term is used to delineate areas that combine river 

basins and their associated transitional waters and coastal waters.  The Gibraltar RBD (although 

slightly misleading as there are no rivers) encompasses the whole of Gibraltar and coastal 

waters extending out to one nautical mile from the coast. This report summarises the Gibraltar 

RBD status, pressures and impacts on water quality and the objectives for water body 

classification up to 2027, as required by the WFD. 

This report has been produced on behalf of the Government of Gibraltar, who has primary 

responsibility for carrying out compliance with the WFD and reporting the findings to the 

European Commission. 

The RBMP follows previous reports submitted under Article 5 of the WFD, on the initial 

characterisation of the Gibraltar RBD, and on Significant Water Management Issues in the 

district. As required under Article 9 of the WFD, data on the coastal monitoring programme was 

also submitted to the European Commission. 

1.2 Structure of the Report 

The main section of the report summarises the findings of the RBMP assessment. 

Section 2 provides an overview of the Gibraltar River Basin District and the water bodies 

(which only include coastal and groundwater bodies). 

Section 3 summarises the classification methods and the status of the water bodies.  

Section 4 updates the pressure and risk assessment previously carried out in the initial 

characterisation, to identify if water bodies are at risk from various pressures that might lead to 

less than good status. 
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A summary of the economic analysis of water use is presented in Section 5, as required by 

Article 9 of the Directive. 

The programme of measures (or actions) required to meet WFD objectives are summarised in 

Section 6. 

Section 7 summarises the objectives for the Gibraltar RBD. 

The report is supplemented with more detail in Annexes A to M, listed below. 

• Annex A, Current state of waters; 

• Annex B, Objectives for waters; 

• Annex C, Actions; 

• Annex D, Protected Areas; 

• Annex E, Actions Appraisal; 

• Annex F, Mechanisms for action; 

• Annex G, Pressures and risks; 

• Annex H, Climate change; 

• Annex I, Artificial and heavily modified waters; 

• Annex J, Other planning processes; 

• Annex K, Economic analysis; 

• Annex L, Consultation and engagement; 

• Annex M, Competent authorities. 
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2. Gibraltar River Basin District 

2.1 Overview 

The Gibraltar RBD contains a unique environment due to its position between the Atlantic 

Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea.  Waters within the Straits of Gibraltar experience substantial 

flow and mixing of the warmer, more saline Mediterranean waters with the cooler Atlantic 

waters.  The rich diversity in species and habitats together with the sea cliffs, caves, reefs and 

sandy marine habitats have led to the classification of the Southern Waters as a Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC) under the Habitats Directive.  The SAC extends out three nautical miles 

from the coastline. 

The environment and climate is also largely influenced by the Rock which occupies the majority 

of the surface area of Gibraltar.  It rises steeply up to more than 400m, with a precipitous east 

coast facing the Mediterranean.  The more gently sloping western side faces the Bay of 

Gibraltar and contains the town and harbour area.  The Rock is made of interbedded dolomite 

and limestone bedrock from the Jurassic era that contain extensive cave systems, with 

mudstones, limestones and chert on the eastern side.  The Isthmus is the area of land connecting 

the district to the Spanish mainland from the northern face of the Rock, and mainly comprises 

the airport runway and terminal buildings.  The underlying geology comprises superficial (drift) 

marine sands and gravels known as the Isthmus Sands. 

The district is also unusual in that it does not contain any rivers or inland waters.  The land area 

of Gibraltar is 5.8 km2 such that there is no opportunity for river systems to develop.  For most 

of the year there is very little rainfall, with most of the annual rainfall volume falling in the 

winter months.  Rain falling onto the land either seeps into the rock, or is discharged directly to 

the sea through the man-made drainage systems.   

Both potable and sea water are supplied using a dual network system. Potable water is produced 

by means of sea water desalination using reverse osmosis plants   The sea water supply is 

primarily used for sanitary and firefighting purposes. 

Gibraltar has a population of approximately 30,000 and has to cater for approximately 

8,000,000 tourists a year, the vast majority of which are day visitors..  The main industries are 

retail, tourism and shipping.  The Port of Gibraltar is one of the busiest in the Mediterranean 

with regard to bunkering of ships in the sheltered waters of the Bay of Gibraltar and is a major 

cruiseship destination. 

2.2 Water Bodies within the District 

The WFD defines the water environment as being rivers, groundwaters, lakes, estuaries and 

coastal waters.  These types of waters are then further divided into water bodies, to determine 

the existing water quality and to manage the objectives and actions required.  Four water bodies 

have been identified within the Gibraltar district.  These are: 

• The ‘Northern Groundwater Body’, within the Isthmus Sands upper aquifer
1
; 

                                                      

1
 An aquifer is the name given to a rock formation which is capable of storing significant volumes of water. 
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• The ‘Southern Groundwater Body’, within the limestone bedrock aquifer; 

• The ‘Coastal Water Body’, for waters outside the harbour up to one mile from the 

coast; 

• The ‘Gibraltar Harbour and Marina Bay’ Heavily Modified Coastal Water Body, 

comprising the harbour and marina bay. 

Figure 2.1 presents the district and identifies the water bodies and features present. 

These water bodies have been subject to a programme of monitoring undertaken by the 

Government of Gibraltar over the past two to three years, to test the water quality and inform 

the status classification as required by the WFD.  The following section summarises the status 

classification methods and results for these water bodies.  More information on the status 

classification can be found within Annex A of this report. 
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3. Status Classification 

The WFD sets a target of achieving ‘good status’ in all water bodies by the year 2015.  The 

methods used to determine the status of the four water bodies in Gibraltar is firstly described 

below, followed by a summary of the overall status classifications. 

3.1 Classification of Water Body Status 

3.1.1 Surface Water Classification 

For surface waters there are two separate classifications for water bodies: ecological and 

chemical.  For a water body to be in overall ‘good’ status, both ecological and chemical status 

must be at least ‘good’.  Both are determined by the worst scoring component. This is the ‘one-

out all-out’ system, as required by the WFD.  Figure 3.1 below shows the components of the 

status classification for surface waters, which has been used for the Coastal Waters not 

designated as heavily modified. 

Figure 3.1 Components used for Surface Water Body Status Classification 

 

 

 

Ecological Status 

Ecological status classification is based on a scale of high, good, moderate, poor or bad, 

comprising: 

• Biological quality elements, e.g. phytoplankton, benthic invertebrates; 

• An assessment of compliance with environmental standards for physio-chemical 

conditions, e.g. dissolved oxygen; or dissolved inorganic nitrogen;  

• An assessment of compliance with environmental standards for specific pollutants, 

e.g. zinc. 

A hydromorphological element can be used to assess high status to ensure the water body is 

largely undisturbed by considering, for example, depth variation, structure and substrate of the 

coastal bed, dominant currents and wave exposure.  These were deemed to be of a sufficient 

level to support good status in the Gibraltar Coastal Waters.  
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Biological Elements 

The WFD requires all water bodies to be classified with the aim of achieving ‘good status’ in all 

water bodies within the European Union, and has primarily been set up as a framework of river 

basin planning to account for international boundaries that might cross water body boundaries.  

Furthermore, aquatic eco-systems differ widely across Europe.  So that each Member State has 

comparable results for the water body classification, the EU published an Intercalibration 

Decision (2008/915/EC) for the biological element of the Ecological Status classification.  This 

assesses biological monitoring results from each distinct Geographical Region in the EU and 

focusses on defining the upper and lower boundaries of ‘good status’ to use in each region when 

classifying biological elements.  This Decision has been used in the biological classification of 

phytoplankton recorded between July 2009 and June 2010 for the Gibraltar RBD, using 

standards for waters of Type IIA (salinity 34.5-37.5).  It is understood that a new 

Intercalibration Decision will be drafted in the light of the ongoing work carried out by the 

Mediterranean Geographical Intercalibration Group. These results will be incorporated into the 

next Gibraltar River Basin District Management Plan.   

The Intercalibration Phase 2 for the WFD reviewed standards for benthic macro-invertebrates 

within the Mediterranean region and recommended use of the MEDOCC index (a derivative of 

the AMBI system used in Atlantic waters) for classification of status for marine macro-

invertebrates in Mediterranean waters off Spain.  However, in the more recent EU WFD 

Intercalibration Phase 2, Milestone 3 Report, the expert group recommends that, while 

MEDOCC should continue to be used for the Spanish coastal waters of Catalunya and the 

Balearic Islands, the simpler Benthic Opportunistic Polychaetes Amphipods (BOPA)
2
 should be 

adopted for use in the Spanish regions of Valencia, Murcia and Andalucía.  As Gibraltar abuts 

parts of the Spanish Andalucian coast, the BOPA index has therefore been used for the 

classification of benthic invertebrates monitored in the Gibraltar coastal waters. 

Physio-chemical Elements 

The UK Technical Guidance body (UKTAG), which was set up to support the implementation 

of the EC WFD in the UK, has prepared a set of Directions for the classification of physio-

chemical elements of UK coastal water bodies (The River Basin Districts Typology, Standards 

and Groundwater threshold values (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales) 

Directions 2010).  These have been used as the basis for physio-chemical classification whilst 

taking into account the specific characteristics of Gibraltar coastal waters.   

In applying the threshold values for dissolved oxygen and nutrients, salinity is taken into 

account.  For dissolved oxygen, the threshold values are adjusted to take account of the 

variation of solubility of oxygen with salinity, according to formulas given in the Directions.  

For dissolved inorganic nitrogen, the observed results are adjusted to take account of salinity 

before comparison with the threshold values based on reference or background conditions, to 

take account of the fact that the main sources of nitrogen are freshwater inputs and 

concentrations in the sea are influenced by the amount of dilution that has occurred at the point 

of measurement.  The coastal waters surrounding Gibraltar have a slightly higher salinity than 

UK waters, due to the higher salinities prevailing in the largely enclosed Mediterranean Sea, and 

the formulae given in the 2010 Directions have been used to take account of these higher 

salinities.  The UKTAG report on UK Environmental Standards and Conditions (Phase 2), 

March 2008 provides further information on how boundary values were derived for the UK 

based on a linear dilution line for dissolved inorganic nitrogen over different salinity ranges. 

                                                      

2
 Dauvin J.C. & Ruellet T., 2007.  Polychaete/amphipod ratio revisited.  Mar. Poll. Bull. 55, 215-224 
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Specific Pollutants  

Environmental standards for specific pollutants are established by Member States based on 

toxicity data and are therefore reasonably transferable.  For this plan, the standards derived in 

the UK and set out in the River Basin Districts Typology, Standards and Groundwater threshold 

values (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales) Directions 2010 (UKTAG, 2010) 

have been used for the specific pollutant elements of the Ecological Status classification. 

Table 3.1 summarises the elements supporting ecological status used in the ecological 

classification of surface waters in Gibraltar. 

Table 3.1 Elements used in the Surface Water Classification of Ecological Status 

Status Element Individual Element Source of Threshold Values, 
Standards and Reference Conditions 

Ecological Biological Phytoplankton (chlorophyll-
a) 

Intercalibration Report (2008/915/EC) for 
threshold values 

Instrucción de la Planificación Hidrológica 
(IPH) for reference conditions (Orden 
ARM/2656/2008) 

  Benthic macro-invertebrate BOPA Index as informed by the WFD 
Intercalibration Phase 2, Milestone 3 Report: 

 Physio-chemical Dissolved oxygen River Basin District Typology Directions 2010 

  Dissolved inorganic nitrogen 

(winter mean) 

River Basin District Typology Directions 2010 

UKTAG Environmental Standards And 
Conditions (Phase 2) Final (SR1 – 2007) 
March 2008 

 Specific Pollutants Ammonia 

Copper 

Zinc 

River Basin District Typology Directions 2010 

UKTAG Proposals for environmental quality 
standards for Annex VIII substances.  Final 
(SR1-2007) January 2008 (revised June 2008) 

    

The following diagram is taken from Common Implementation Strategy Guidance Document 13 

“Overall approach to the classification of ecological status and ecological potential” (European 

Commission, 2005) and explains the approach that has been used in the coastal water 

classification for Gibraltar. 
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Figure 3.2 Decision Tree for Determining Ecological Status of Surface Water Bodies 

 

Chemical Status  

Chemical status is recorded as “good” or “fail” based on compliance with environmental 

standards for priority substances listed in Annex X of the WFD.  Standards are set in the WFD 

daughter Directive on environmental quality standards in the field of water policy, amending 

and subsequently repealing Council Directives 82/176/EEC, 83/513/EEC, 84/156/EEC, 

84/491/EEC, 86/280/EEC and amending Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and 

of the Council (2008/105/EC). 

Priority Substances 

An extensive range of priority substances were monitored in Gibraltar coastal waters during 

surveillance monitoring undertaken in 2009-2010 for use in the classification of the surface 

waters.  The list of substances monitored is given in Annex A.  Most were not detected; Table 

3.2 lists those substances that were detected during the monitoring. 
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Table 3.2 Elements used in the Surface Water classification of chemical status detected in 

Gibraltar coastal waters 

Status Element Individual element Standard 

Chemical Priority Substances Lead 
Nickel 
Tributyl tin (TBT) 
Benzene 
Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate 

WFD Daughter Directive 
(2008/105/EC) 

 

Overall Status 

The Ecological Status and Chemical Status are combined to determine Overall Status.   

The approach for Gibraltar has followed that in the UK, as set out in the UKTAG report 

Recommendations on Surface Water Classification Schemes for the purposes of the Water 

Framework Directive December 2007 (alien species list updated – Oct 2008, Nov 2008, June 

2009).  The overall approach is summarised in Figure 3.3 (taken from the UKTAG report 2007) 

Figure 3.3 Approach to Determine Overall Status of Surface Water Bodies 
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3.1.2 Heavily Modified Water Bodies 

The WFD acknowledges that in some water bodies it may be impossible to achieve good 

ecological status because of modification for a specific use, such as navigation, recreation, water 

storage and flood protection, which provide valuable economic and social benefit.  If the 

removal of such modifications could potentially have a major negative effect on the use of the 

water body and the social and economic benefits Member States are required to aim to achieve 

good ecological potential instead of status.  The objective of good ecological potential is similar 

to good status but takes into account the constraints imposed by the social and/or economic 

uses. 

The Common Implementation Strategy (CIS) of the Water Framework Directive Guidance 

Document number 4, 2003, has been prepared for the “Identification and Designation of 

Heavily Modified and Artificial Water Bodies”.  This guidance has been used formally to 

designate such water bodies in the Gibraltar RBD. 

The method set out in Guidance on the Classification of Ecological Potential for Heavily 

Modified Water Bodies and Artificial Water Bodies (Haskoning, 2008) has then been used to 

identify the ecological potential of the Heavily Modified Water Body.  This approach is known 

as the ‘mitigation measures approach’.  It firstly assesses if actions to mitigate the impact of 

physical modification are in place.  If this mitigation is in place, then the water body may be 

classified as achieving good or better ecological potential, after cross checking the potential 

with biological and physio-chemical parameters (classified using the methods described in 

Section 3.1.4).  Without any mitigation in place the water body will be classed as moderate or 

worse ecological potential.  If the biological quality shows signs of damage from pressures other 

than hydromorphological alterations (for example, because of nutrient pressures) the water body 

will be classified as having poor ecological potential.   

The approach outlined above in Section 3.1.1 has been used to assess the Chemical Status of the 

Heavily Modified Water Body (the harbour and marina bay area).   

3.1.3 Groundwater Classification 

The method used to identify the quantitative and qualitative status of the Gibraltar River Basin 

District groundwater bodies follows that used by the England and Wales Environment Agency 

for groundwater body status classification, based on UKTAG guidance and summarised in 

Figure 3.4 below.   

Two groundwater bodies have been defined within the Gibraltar RBD in the north and south of 

Gibraltar.  These two bodies have been defined as WFD aquifers, as they are of sufficient 

porosity and permeability to allow significant flow of groundwater or the abstraction of 

significant quantities of groundwater, as defined in the WFD.  There are no groundwater 

dependent surface water features or terrestrial ecosystems on Gibraltar and therefore the 

definition has been based purely on the flow characteristics of the geology. These two 

groundwater bodies are not in direct contact, as the aquifers are defined by different geology 

types: the Southern Groundwater Body is delineated by the limestone bedrock and the Isthmus 

Sands forms the Northern Groundwater Body.   

The two groundwater bodies have been classified as having good or poor status under a series of 

quantitative and qualitative tests and the confidence in the classification is given as high or low. 

A summary of the tests used and the reasons why is presented in the following sections. 
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Figure 3.4 UKTAG Approach for Groundwater Body Status Classification 

 

 

 

 

Quantitative Status 

The four tests for quantitative status consider the impacts of groundwater abstraction both on the 

groundwater body itself, and also on the ecological receptors which depend on it, and include:  

• A test for Saline Intrusion; 

• An assessment of deterioration of Surface Water body ecological status;  

• An assessment of deterioration of Groundwater Dependant Terrestrial Ecosystems 

(GWDTEs) ecological status; 

• A test for groundwater body resource. 

The worst result from all four tests is taken as the finally combined quantitative status.   

In the case of the Gibraltar RBD there are no GWDTEs or freshwater Surface Water bodies.   

The Southern groundwater body is known to be naturally brackish.  In the Northern 

groundwater body, up to 12% of the total recharge has been abstracted in the past for human 

consumption and other purposes.  Saline intrusion has occurred in the past but since 

groundwater abstraction stopped in 2009, there is no current risk and the Northern groundwater 

body is likely to recover.  The Saline Intrusion test has not been carried out for the Gibraltar 

RBD and only the groundwater body resource balance has been carried out.   

The groundwater body resource test comprises of a comparison of abstraction with recharge to 

the groundwater body to assess if water abstraction is too high.  The test is undertaken for both 

fully licensed and actual abstraction rates.  There have been no recent abstractions from the 

Southern Groundwater Body, and the Northern Groundwater Body only has two minor 

abstractions; one used for a laundry business, which rarely exceeds 10m
3
 per day and also one 

for the Gibraltar cemetery, which is estimated as abstracting less than 1m
3
 per day. 
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In accordance with the WFD, groundwater bodies where abstraction exceeds recharge would be 

classified at poor quantitative status (with high confidence).  The second part of the 

groundwater body resource balance test compares the impacts of groundwater abstraction with 

environmental flow indicator-based low flow abstraction limits aggregated for all of the surface 

water bodies draining (i.e. supported by) the groundwater body.  If neither part of the test 

produces a failure, the groundwater body is assigned a Good Status result.   

In the case of the Gibraltar RBD there are no surface water bodies which are supported directly 

by the discharge of groundwater and therefore only the former test has been carried out.   

Qualitative Status 

The criteria for good groundwater chemical status and the associated test are: 

• There must be no saline or other intrusion present - Saline or other Intrusion; 

• There must be no significant reduction in the chemical or ecological quality of 

associated surface waters - Surface Water Ecological/ Chemical status; 

• There must be no significant damage to groundwater dependent terrestrial 

ecosystems – Groundwater Dependant Terrestrial Ecosystem (GWDTE); 

• The groundwater body must meet drinking water protected area objectives – 

Drinking Water Protected Area (DrWPA); 

• There must be no significant impairment of human uses and no significant 

environmental risk from chemical impacts across a groundwater body - General 

Chemical Assessment. 

For groundwater bodies at risk of not meeting good status (as determined from river basin 

characterisation), threshold values must be set and reported.  This must be done for each 

chemical test where a risk is identified.  The threshold values are triggers for further 

investigation to confirm whether the conditions for good status have been met. 

Saline Intrusion 

For the reasons given above regarding Saline Intrusion in the Gibraltar RBD this test has not 

been carried out for qualitative status assessment.   

GWDTE and Surface Water 

There are no Groundwater Dependant Terrestrial Ecosystems and no freshwater Surface Water 

bodies receiving groundwater discharge from the Gibraltar RBD.  Therefore the assessment of 

groundwater body quality in relation to groundwater dependant water bodies and surface water 

body status is not required.   

Trend Assessment and DrWPAs 

Article 5 of the WFD requires that trends in groundwater quality are also assessed in order to 

identify any significant upward trends in poor water quality that could lead to future failure of 

status objectives.  For water bodies with upward trends there will be a requirement to reverse 

these trends within a specified river basin cycle (2015 or 2027).  During the assessment of 

trends it is important to use a statistically robust dataset to ensure that confidence in the 

identification of significant trends is high.  UKTAG guidance (2009) states: 

“For assessment of anthropogenically induced upward trends in pollutant concentrations, 

monitoring data for a period of between 6 and 10 years, prior to the date at which assessment is 

being made, should be used for identifying the presence of an upward trend. A longer period 
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may be used if reliable data are available and where the conceptual model indicates that the 

changes induced by pressures have been consistent. Where data are inadequate, then no trend 

assessment should be carried out and an explanation recorded.”  

Groundwater quality data for monitoring points in the groundwater bodies making up the 

Gibraltar RBD are only available for the period 2008-2010 and this time set is, therefore, 

inadequate for the purposes trend assessment.  The lack of data is due to the commencement of 

monitoring in 2008.  Therefore, trend assessment has not been carried out for this River Basin 

Cycle, but should be carried out in the next cycle.   

The Northern groundwater body was designated as a DrWPA in the Characterisation report 

(Entec, 2005).  However, it is noted that abstraction from the Northern GWB for the purposes of 

human consumption ceased in 2009 due to the construction of a new reverse osmosis plant. 

Abstraction for potable water supply is not likely to recommence within this river basin cycle.  

The test for DrWPA has therefore not been carried out as part of the classification.  

General Chemical Assessment 

This test identifies groundwater bodies where widespread deterioration in quality has, or will, 

compromise strategic use of groundwater.  Status is poor if the areal extent of groundwater in 

the body that exceeds a relevant groundwater threshold value or quality standard is significant 

(UKTAG paper 11b (i)).  The confidence in the assessment is therefore linked to the number of 

monitoring points in the GWB.  In the UK, any assessment of general chemical quality based on 

6 or fewer monitoring points was made with low confidence (or low certainty), although, the 

UKTAG guidance on monitoring network design does not stipulate a lower limit on the number 

of monitoring points in a GWB which would link to low confidence in status classification 

(UKTAG, 2005).  It is noted that neither of the Gibraltar GWBs have more than 6 monitoring 

points, but that the water bodies are relatively small, i.e. less than 1 hectare in size, compared to 

UK groundwater bodies.  Given the small footprint of the Northern GWB and considering that it 

contains three monitoring locations, the chemical assessment result is given with high 

confidence.  As the Southern GWB is a larger aquifer and there is only one monitoring location, 

the chemical assessment result is given a low confidence. 

The test comprises a comparison of mean concentrations of pollutants at an individual 

monitoring point with relevant threshold values.  If there is any exceedance of these values then 

the mean pollutant concentration is calculated for the groundwater body and this is compared 

with the threshold value.  This quantifies the extent of the problem and whether there are any 

significant risks to the environment or impairment to human use.   

Where the impact on groundwater is shown to extend over more than one third of the 

groundwater body, based on pressure or land-use, representative monitoring point data or other 

evidence, the groundwater body is at poor status. 

Summary  

In the case of the Gibraltar RBD only the test for the General Chemical Assessment is 

applicable.  This test has been carried out in line with the methods used for assessment in 

England and Wales.  Collated data have been used to produce annual average values which have 

then been compared to available threshold values used in England and Wales status assessment 

for the same tests.  An exceedance of a threshold value is evidence of failure of status objectives 

for the groundwater body. 
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Figure 3.5 Components used for Groundwater Body Status Classification in Gibraltar 

 

 

3.1.4 Protected Areas 

Areas that are designated under other European directives such as the Habitats Directive and the 

Bathing Waters Directive have particular objectives set out by those directives.  The quality of 

the protected areas has been assessed against the objectives of the relevant directive.  The WFD 

brings together these other objectives to review if they are being met and if not, what measures 

will need to be taken to meet them. 

In the Gibraltar RBD it has already been established that the Southern Waters are designated as 

a Special Area of Conservation under the Habitats Directive.  The district also includes six 

Bathing Waters at Camp Bay, Catalan Bay, Sandy Bay, Eastern Beach, Western Beach and 

Little Bay. 

Annex D provides more information on the protected areas, their location, current status and the 

objectives. 

3.2 Current Water Body Status 

3.2.1 Surface Water Bodies 

Gibraltar Coastal Waters 

The Gibraltar coastal water body comprises coastal waters that extend out to one nautical mile 

from the coastline of Gibraltar as defined in the WFD, not including the harbour and marina 

bay.  Monitoring of the water body has been ongoing since July 2009 at three locations, offshore 

from Caleta Palace, Camp Bay and in the outer harbour (north east of the North Mole and north 

of the airport runway).   

Waters within the Gibraltar Coastal Water Body have unique characteristics as a result of the 

mixing between the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea.  The Coastal Water Body 

includes the six Bathing Water sites at Eastern Beach, Catalan Bay, Sandy Bay, Little Bay, 

Camp Bay and Western Beach.  Part of the Southern Waters of Gibraltar SAC is also located 

within this water body. 

A number of pressures have been identified from human activity and occupation, including 

shipping (and bunkering), cruise ships, recreational yachting and ferry services, as well as 

discharges from industrial and sewage facilities. 

Overall 

Status 

Qualitative 

Status 

Quantitative 

Status 
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Monitoring data indicates that the Gibraltar Coastal Waters water body is generally of good 

status.  Biological elements are all good.  Only one element assessed as part of the overall water 

body status classification has to be identified as being good status with the certainty level 

associated with this as low (tributyltin), as the analytical detection limit is currently higher than 

the standard for the annual average. 

The overall classification is presented in Figure 3.6 below (note that this only includes priority 

substances that were detected in the water body – further details of substances monitored and 

their status are given in Annex A and Annex B). 
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Figure 3.6 Water Body Status of Gibraltar Coastal Waters 
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Benzene Good         

Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate Good         

 

Annex A presents more information on the water body status and classification, and provides 

maps showing the classification status and monitoring networks. 

Gibraltar Harbour and Marina Bay 

The Gibraltar Harbour and Marina Bay water body has been designated as a Heavily Modified 

Water Body, as the water body is modified to allow use for navigation and recreation and to 

achieve flood protection, with the reclaimed land and man made harbour moles obviously 

modifying the hydro-morphological characteristics of the water body.  As for the Gibraltar 

Coastal Waters water body, the Gibraltar Harbour and Marina Bay water body meets good 

status for the biological, physico-chemical and specific pollutants elements supporting 

ecological status and, using the mitigation measures approach, the water body is classified as 

having Good Ecological Potential because hydromorphological mitigation measures that can 

be delivered (without significantly affecting the use of the water body or the environment) are in 

place.  The identified mitigation measures include a strategy for dredging and disposal of 

dredged material and management of vessel movement. 

With regard to status of the water quality for the chemical assessment, the Gibraltar Harbour 

fails the chemical status with high confidence due to the elevated levels of tributyltin.  

Tributyltin (TBT) is an element that has been used historically in anti-fouling paints, applied to 

the hulls (base) of yachts and ships to maintain their condition.  Paints containing TBT and 

other hazardous substances were banned in 2008 under the International Convention on the 

Control of Harmful Anti-fouling Systems on Ships.  Although these substances were originally 
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considered useful for controlling certain organisms, they are now considered to be chemicals 

that are so toxic to some marine organisms and the aquatic environment that their use can no 

longer be justified.   

Before the ban on its use, residues of paint from ships and yachts could have entered the harbour 

waters following general maintenance and ship repair or from general leaching whilst ships 

were at sea.  It is possible that there has been an accumulation within the sediments on the sea 

floor.  Ships are still able to obtain certification under the Convention if they are coated with 

TBT containing paints, provided this paint layer is adequately sealed by an appropriate outer 

paint layer.  Thus there is still potential for waste paint containing TBT to be generated in 

shipyards maintaining such vessels.  Any maintenance or boat repair facility now must dispose 

of paint chippings that potentially contain banned substances to a licensed facility for dealing 

with hazardous waste.   

It is likely that concentrations are higher in the harbour than in the Gibraltar Coastal Waters 

water body, due to historic inputs from the shipyard present, due to more concentrated shipping 

activity historically and/or from frequent re-suspension of sediments as vessels move in and out 

of the harbour.  

Further information is presented in Annex A on the classification and Annex I on the 

designation of the HMWB. 

3.2.2 Groundwater Bodies 

The assessments prepared for this plan identify that the two groundwater bodies in the district 

are at ‘good status’.  The monitoring data available indicate that both water bodies pass the 

General Chemical Assessment.  The General Chemical Assessment result is given a high 

confidence of the good qualitative status in the Northern GWB, but a low confidence for the 

Southern GWB, due to the number of monitoring points available.  However, this is based on 

UK guidance which does not specify the size of an aquifer against which to compare the 

required levels of monitoring points for a high confidence assessment.  It is recognised that both 

groundwater bodies are relatively small. 

As the Northern Groundwater Body is no longer used for public supply, and the only licensed 

abstractions are less than 1.1 m3 per day, the quantitative status is also assessed as being good. 

The Southern Groundwater Body is also classified as good status for the Resource Balance Test 

(i.e. quantitative status), as there are no licensed abstractions, therefore there will be no 

depletion in resources compared to the natural recharge rates. 

These classifications will be used as the ‘baseline’ – the current state of the water environment – 

from which to measure future changes and ensure there is no deterioration in line with the aims 

of the WFD. 
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4. Pressures and Impacts of Human 
Activity 

The WFD requires the management of risk to the environment caused by human activity and 

pressures. The consideration of pressures and risks helps to build up an evidence base that can 

justify the objectives and the actions to deliver them.  The Significant Water Management 

Issues report for Gibraltar discussed a series of environmental pressures in the RBD, namely 

point source discharges, physical modifications, diffuse pollution, abstraction, transboundary 

impacts and climate change.   

It is important to identify which activities could lead to these different pressures on the water 

environment and could potentially impact the ‘good status’ classification.  A summary of the 

issues is presented below, but more detail is provided within Annex G, which presents an update 

on the pressures facing the water environment in Gibraltar, and Annex H, which summarises 

predicted climate change impacts and their effect on the water environment and existing 

pressures. 

4.1 Pressures within the Gibraltar RBD 

Specific pressures that have been identified to exist in the Gibraltar River Basin District include: 

• Point source discharges (e.g. sewage outfalls and industrial discharges); 

• Diffuse pollution (including shipping); 

• Physical modifications (reclamation, urban development); 

• Transboundary impacts; 

• Climate change. 

Currently sewage is discharged into the Coastal Water Body at Europa Point.  Sewage treatment 

has not previously been provided as the coastal wasters off Europa Point are classified as an 

area of high natural dispersion and contamination is therefore considered to be negligible.  

Furthermore, the monitoring of the Bathing Waters around southern Gibraltar (including Little 

Bay, Camp Bay and Sandy Bay) comply with the more stringent guideline bacteriological 

values stipulated in the EC Bathing Water Directive.  This would indicate that the 

bacteriological impacts from the effluent discharge are minimal.  Nevertheless, secondary 

treatment is being considered by the Gibraltar Government in the design of the new sewage 

facility.     

There are numerous industries present in the Bay of Gibraltar, but there are no major heavy 

industries in Gibraltar itself.  The main industrial discharge is from the oil sullage plant located 

on the North Mole of the harbour and licensed in line with the Integrated Pollution Prevention 

and Control Directive.  The discharge is subject to a consent that monitors the discharge effluent 

quality amongst a myriad of other conditions.  To date, the discharge has complied with the 

consent conditions. 

There have been previous cases of point source discharges of hydrocarbons into groundwater 

beneath the Rock, which could potentially occur again in the future from accidental spillages 

although it has to be stated that such facilities and pipelines are not currently in use and their 
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potential future use is presently under review.  Such accidents could also occur in the 

groundwater beneath the Isthmus due to airport related facilities.  However, monitoring data 

used for the RBMP, from 2008 onwards, have not shown signs of hydrocarbon pollution.  

Continued monitoring will be used to review groundwater quality. 

During periods of prolonged and intense rain, overflows operate on the sewer network, which 

result in a discharge of rainwater, surface/road run-off and on rare occasions sewage, 

discharging  within the Harbour and Marina Bay.  Individually these sources may not cause a 

significant pressure on the environment, but collectively the diffuse pressure could be 

significant.  Other diffuse pressures include pollutants from shipping and yachting from 

antifouling paints, such as TBT.  Although the use of paints with TBT was banned as a top coat 

in 2008 by the International Convention on the Control of Antifouling on Ships, ships may still 

have undercoats on their hulls that contain TBT.  Any boats entering the shipyards in Gibraltar 

must therefore be certified to show that the top coat of paint on the hull does not contain TBT.  

When having surface preparation and paint coatings removed / applied all ships must now have, 

in accordance with International Maritime Organisation (IMO) and EU obligations, an 

International Anti-Fouling System Certificate which is reviewed and maintained by the Ship’s 

Classification Society i.e. Lloyds and other 3rd Party associates.  The certificates will state 

where non-compliant anti-fouling coat has been covered up by an appropriate sealer coat, 

although since 2003, there may be very few ships left in practice that fall into this category (see 

section 3.2.1). 

Grit used during paint removal works is removed from the dock floor using mechanised 

sweepers. Any grit collected is treated as hazardous waste and then disposed in a licensed 

hazardous waste facility in line with the requirements of Part VA of the Public Health Act 

which transposes the EU Waste Framework Directive.   

The extensive use of TBT in antifouling paint up until the ban in 2008 means that there are 

likely to be residues within the waters and within the sediments on the sea bed.  Any disturbance 

of sediments from ship movements or strong currents could potentially release TBT into the 

waters.  Whilst this historic source is difficult to identify and clean up, the trend should be for 

TBT to reduce in time as fewer and fewer ships have TBT paint anywhere on their hulls.  The 

water quality monitoring programme has been expanded to further identify potential historic 

sources of TBT in Gibraltar Waters. 

The urban land use of the Isthmus puts pressure on the groundwater quality in the Northern 

Groundwater Body.  Potential diffuse pollution from the cemetery could be present.  Continued 

monitoring will take place to review the water quality. 

The physical alteration of the coastline has taken place throughout the history of occupation in 

Gibraltar, for the purposes of navigation, to create the port, and for land reclamation and the 

construction of flood defences (shoreline reinforcement).  The original natural coastline of 

Gibraltar in the harbour area is now some way from the current shoreline of the harbour.  The 

land reclamation has been essential in order to allow the physical and economic growth of 

Gibraltar, as limited land is available due to the topography of the Rock.  The Gibraltar Harbour 

and Marina Bay have therefore been designated as being a Heavily Modified Water Body due to 

these physical modifications.   

Dredging does not often occur in Gibraltar waters but when it does it is regulated by the Port 

Authority and the Department of the Environment. Dredging guidance is available from the 

Department of the Environment website (www.gibraltar.gov.gi/environment).  Justification for 

the need to dredge and appropriate disposal techniques must be provided to ensure appropriate 

handling of material, if contaminated, and to prevent any detrimental impacts from re-disposal 

within the sea (if uncontaminated).   

http://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/environment
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Specific pressures that have been identified above can be controlled where necessary by local 

organisations.  However, transboundary activities could also be leading to pressures on the 

environment that could affect water bodies in Gibraltar.  Continuing discussions are taking place 

between the relative authorities to identify and control transboundary issues that might affect 

Gibraltar waters.  Monitoring of water quality will also continue. 

Climate change effects in the region of Gibraltar are expected to lead to greater unpredictability 

in extreme weather events, ranging from wetter winters, drier and hotter summers and heat 

waves.  Drought conditions are not expected to affect the human population in Gibraltar, as the 

water supply is sourced from seawater.  However flora and fauna could be affected by lower 

rainfall.   

Sea-level rise and increases in sea temperature are also predicted, which could affect marine and 

coastal ecosystems, including the abundance and distribution of phytoplankton and predators, 

and could potentially increase flood risk to low lying coastal areas.  Replacement sea defences 

have been constructed in the harbour to repair damage from a severe storm in 2008.  The new 

defences have taken account of potential sea level rise from climate change impacts so that the 

height of the sea wall is greater than predicted future sea levels.  The Moles forming the harbour 

area are also above this predicted future level, and therefore afford continuing protection to the 

harbour and town area from future flood risk.  

Other areas outside the harbour that are low lying may be at risk of future flooding from sea 

level rise.  Where development is proposed in such areas it will need to be demonstrated how 

the proposed development shall be protected from inundation and how any defence works have 

considered environmental impact before development will be permitted.  



 

23 

 

 

 

 



 

24 

 

 

 

5. Economic Analysis of Water Use 

To achieve the environmental objectives of the WFD and promote integrated river basin 

management, the Directive requires that economic principles (for example, the polluter-pays 

principle), economic approaches and tools (such as cost-effectiveness analysis) and economic 

instruments (such as water pricing) should be applied.  Annex K presents the economic analysis 

of water services in the Gibraltar RBD, as required by the Directive.  This section provides a 

summary of economic analysis. 

5.1 Introduction 

Article 9 requires Member States to ensure the implementation of the principle of cost recovery 

of water services including financial, environmental and resource costs.  The Directive also 

stipulates that water pricing has to provide an incentive for the rational water use by 2010.  

Water services include water abstraction, impoundment, storage, treatment and distribution as 

well as collection, treatment and discharge of wastewater. Water services, therefore, cover 

public and private water supply and wastewater collection and treatment.  

The statutory duties for the supply of water in Gibraltar lie with the Government of Gibraltar 

which contracted the provision of the water services to AquaGib Limited for a thirty year period 

in 1991. While all the assets associated with water supply (including desalination plants and 

reservoirs) are owned by and are statutorily vested in the Government, the responsibility for 

maintenance and development of assets lies with AquaGib.  Sewerage services are provided by 

the Technical Services Department of the Government. 

The Initial Characterisation Report (Entec UK Ltd, 2005) considered the water services 

provided within Gibraltar and the sectors that use water, and how that may change in the future 

in response to economic or other trends.  Work was undertaken to provide:  

• An overview of the socio-economic importance of water uses in Gibraltar; 

• Information on past trends and forecasts to develop a baseline scenario for water 

use to 2015; 

• An assessment of the current level of financial cost recovery for water services. 

This assessment has been updated where possible and is presented in Annex K. 

5.2 Costs for Water Services 

All potable water use in Gibraltar is metered.  Water charges include a standing monthly fee and 

a volumetric charge.  The standing charge has been constant since 2005, however, the 

volumetric charge has increased by more than 18% since 2005.  There is no separate charge for 

discharge of wastewater, which is included as part of the charge made for the rates element of a 

property.   

The volumetric charge for domestic (household) water users is a two-tiered system, for the first 

4,500 litres used each month, and then for any volumes above this level.  This enables the needs 

of basic potable water users to be respected and provides an incentive to keep water 

consumption levels reasonable.  According to the information on potable water use in 
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2009/2010 by different sectors, domestic use accounted for more than 60% of water supply 

followed by commercial and industrial uses.  Industrial and all other users are charged based on 

a single volumetric rate. 

The average cost of supplying potable water is the highest per cubic metre (compared to supply 

of sea water and sewerage services), which would fit with expectations given the high costs of 

desalinating the water.  Costs for sea water are lower, as these relate only to abstraction and 

maintenance of the distribution system.   

The volumetric charges imposed on each user group (2008) are then compared to the average 

costs per cubic metre. The average cost of production is an appropriate estimate of the costs of 

supply to all sectors, as the abstraction and treatment requirements do not differ by sector.  

According to this information (see Annex K), in the majority of cases, the sector pays more than 

the average cost of production. Domestic (basic volume) water use rates are the exception to 

this, along with the water supply to public fountains.    

Sea water desalination is one of the most carbon intensive water supply options with treatment 

of seawater claimed to be twice as energy intensive as treatment of brackish water. Using 2.88 

kg of CO2e per m3 as an indicative figure (see Annex K) the carbon emissions associated with 

potable water supply in Gibraltar in 2009/2010 can be calculated. In particular, in 2009/2010 

1,356,641 m3 of potable water were supplied resulting in 3,907 tonnes of CO2e emissions.  

The latest valuation of the cost of carbon for non-traded sectors (non EU Emissions Trading 

Scheme) could be used to assess these emissions in monetary terms. The central estimate for the 

social costs of CO2 is £52/t for 2010 (this, however, increases over time).   

Therefore, any measures that result in a reduction of potable water production and supply from 

seawater desalination would result in energy saving and hence carbon emission reduction. In 

particular, according to the Climate Change Programme for Gibraltar (2005), an ongoing 

modernisation programme of all fresh water distribution system will result in leakage reduction.  

Furthermore, it is noted that the continued use of seawater instead of fresh water where it is not 

essential such as for fire fighting (the ratio is about 1.5:1) is contributing to energy savings. In 

particular, sea water is used for fire fighting and toilet flushing representing a considerable 

reduction in the requirements for desalination and the consequent CO2 emissions if potable 

water were to be used for such purposes. 

Recovery of the costs of supply of sea water and discharge of wastewater cannot be calculated 

by sector as the revenues from different sectors are not known.  AquaGib obtains a separate fee 

for each of the sea water supplies and sewage pumping from the Government. The sewage 

pumping fees only cover pumping of sewage and the Government of Gibraltar covers the cost of 

the remaining part of sewerage system. Overall, the financial costs of sea water supply and 

wastewater discharge are covered as an aggregate. 
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6. Programme of Measures 

The WFD requires the identification of a Programme of Measures, which identifies actions (i.e. 

on the ground measures) that will be taken to enable objectives to be met.  This section 

summarises the actions for the Gibraltar RBD and should be read alongside the following 

sections: 

• Annex C: tabulates the existing and proposed actions, timeframe, location and 

responsible organisation; 

• Annex D: summarises the actions and objectives for Protected Areas; 

• Annex E: describes the process used to develop WFD objectives for the first cycle 

of River Basin Management Planning and provides further information on the 

appraisal of actions/measures needed; 

• Annex F: summarises the existing and proposed mechanisms (policies, legislation 

etc) for delivering the actions. 

A number of measures and mechanisms are already in place driven by other directives or local 

regulations outside of the WFD.  Some actions have also been identified and are already 

planned to take place.  The existing and planned actions are described first, followed by a 

summary of actions driven specifically by the WFD. 

6.1 What is already happening? 

The existing actions that are in place to protect the environment are listed in Annex F and 

include policies and legislative requirements for environmental protection and regulations or 

consents for certain activities.  In most cases these existing and planned legislation and policy, 

outside of the WFD, are sufficient to meet the default WFD objectives for each the ecological 

and chemical status for the coastal water body, and for the chemical status and quantitative 

status of the two groundwater bodies. 

Table 6.1 Existing Actions in Gibraltar 

Driver Action Lead authority 

Pollution Prevention and Control Act 
2001 

Consent for discharge to the marine 
environment 

Government of Gibraltar 

Urban Wastewater Treatment 
Directive (91/271/EEC, as amended 
by 98/15/EC) 

Design of sewage treatment plant at 
Europa Point (Gibraltar Coastal 
Waters) 

Government of Gibraltar 

Integrated Pollution Prevention and 
Control  Directive (2008/1/EC)  

Consent for discharge from industrial 
developments 

Government of Gibraltar 
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Table 6.1 (continued) Existing Actions in Gibraltar 

Driver Action Lead authority 

EIA Directive (85/337/EEC) and 
amendments 

Town Planning (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2000 

Planning applications for certain 
projects to comply with EIA 
requirements and assessment impact 
of development on the environment 

Government of Gibraltar 

Directive 2001/42/EC 

Environment Act 2005 

Requires the environmental effects of 
a broad range of plans and 
programmes to be assessed, where 
significant effects are likely 

Government of Gibraltar 

Floods Directive (2007/60/EEC)  

Town Planning (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2000 

Gibraltar Climate Change Programme 

Planning applications for projects in 
areas at risk of inundation to ensure 
development is safe from flooding, 
and if defences are required they do 
not impact on the environment or 
flood risk elsewhere 

Government of Gibraltar 

Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC)  

Water Framework Directive 
(2000/60/EC) 

Southern Waters of Gibraltar 
Management Scheme 

Ensure no deterioration of the SAC 

Monitoring water quality 

Ensure any development requires the 
assessment of significant effects on 
the site through an Appropriate 
Assessment 

Government of Gibraltar 

Government of Gibraltar 

Government of Gibraltar 

Bathing Water Directive 
(76/160/EEC) 

Monitoring of designated Bathing 
Waters 

Liaison with Spanish government 
over transboundary issues 

Government of Gibraltar 

Bathing Water Directive (2006/7/EC) Monitoring of designated Bathing 
Waters 

Bathing Water Profile 

Public awareness/beach signage 

Government of Gibraltar 

Priority Substances Daughter 
Directive (2008/105/EC) 

International Convention on the 
Control of Harmful Anti-fouling 
Systems on Ships 2008 

Requires environmental standards to 
be met. 

Vessels require certification for 
compliance with ban on TBT. 

Port Authority & Maritime 
Administration 

GibDock 

Government of Gibraltar 

Priority Substances Daughter 
Directive (2008/105/EC) 

Environment Act 2005 

Disposal of contaminated waste to 
landfill 

Government of Gibraltar & 
Environmental Agency 

Pollution Prevention and Control Act 
2001 

Guidelines for the Assessment of 
Dredged Material 

Ensure dredging is only undertaken 
when necessary and does not impact 
on the environment 

Government of Gibraltar 

Port Authority 

Groundwater Daughter Directive 
(2006/118/EC) 

Environment (Protection of 
Groundwater) Regulations 2009 

Protection of groundwater quality Government of Gibraltar 
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Table 6.1 (continued) Existing Actions in Gibraltar 

Driver Action Lead authority 

Building Regulations and Approved 
Code of Practice 

Ensures appropriate control and 
discharge of sewage and of storing 
oils and lubricants 

Government of Gibraltar 

Oil Spill Response Plan To respond to accidental pollution 
from oil spillage 

Government of Gibraltar 

Port Authority 

EU Lisbon Treaty 

Environment Act 2005 

Environmental Action and     
Management Plan 

Preservation of and sustainable 
development in Gibraltar’s living 
environment 

Implements appropriate coastal and 

terrestrial management measures 

Government of Gibraltar 

 

Government of Gibraltar 

 

6.2 What is already planned? 

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive was introduced in 2008.  Where marine regions 

overlap coastal water bodies identified by the WFD, the objectives of the two directives are 

overlapped.  The monitoring undertaken for the WFD will therefore also contribute toward 

defining the status of the marine region around Gibraltar and to developing the Marine Strategy 

required by the MSF Directive.  The Gibraltar Coastal Waters are located within the Western 

Mediterranean Sea sub-region of the Mediterranean Sea Marine Region.  The Marine Strategy 

Regulations 2011 transpose the Directive into local legislation.  The Department of the 

Environment is designated as the competent authority for Gibraltar for the purposes of the 

Directive and of the transposed Regulations and is responsible for the preparation of the Marine 

Strategy. 

6.3 What additional actions are required? 

It has been identified within the first cycle of river basin management planning in Gibraltar that 

there is some uncertainty regarding the good status of the coastal water body and the less than 

good status harbour (arising from the laboratory detection limits and uncertainty around the 

source of contamination).  It is therefore difficult to set specific actions that would help to meet 

default objectives until further information is obtained on the source of contamination as well as 

the exact level of contamination.   

Article 8 and Annex V, Section 1.3.3 of the WFD require Investigation Monitoring to inform 

the Programme of Measures (actions) when the reason for exceeding Environmental Quality 

Standards is unknown.  The most important measure identified for Gibraltar is therefore the 

Investigation Monitoring.  As this is a compulsory requirement when there is insufficient 

information on the less than good status, the monitoring is not subject to a cost effectiveness 

analysis. 



 

29 

 

 

 

Table 6.2 Additional Actions Driven by WFD 

Action Lead authority 

Investigation Monitoring: 

•  Monitoring of TBT in the monthly surveys (currently it is only monitored 
quarterly) 

•  Monitoring of two additional sites in Gibraltar Harbour and Marina Bay 
water body 

•  Determining with the laboratories if an improved detection limit can be 
achieved 

•  Monitoring of sediments for TBT 

Government of Gibraltar 

 

More information is provided in Annex C. 
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7. Objectives 

7.1 Summary of Objectives  

The classification of the water bodies is presented in Annex A, and pressures identified are 

summarised in Annex G. 

7.1.1 Groundwater Bodies 

The classification, based on available monitoring data, identifies that the two groundwater 

bodies are at Good Status overall, with both quantitative and qualitative status being Good. 

The default WFD objectives are therefore appropriate, which include the following objectives 

that are relevant to Gibraltar: 

• Prevent deterioration in the status of groundwater bodies; 

• Aim to achieve good quantitative and good groundwater chemical status by 2015 in 

all those bodies currently at poor status; 

• Prevent or limit the input of pollutants into groundwater. 

7.1.2 Coastal Water Body 

The classification, based on available monitoring data, identifies that the Coastal Water Body is 

at Good Status overall, with low certainty associated with the chemical status as a result of the 

analytical level of detection. 

The default WFD objectives are however considered appropriate until improved detection can 

be achieved.  The following objectives are relevant to Gibraltar: 

• Prevent deterioration in the status of groundwater bodies; 

• Aim to maintain good ecological and chemical status in 2015; 

• Comply with objectives and standards for protected areas where relevant; 

• Reduce pollution from priority substances and cease discharges, emissions and 

losses of priority hazardous substances. 

7.1.3 Heavily Modified Water Body 

A derogation from the default objectives has been set for the Heavily Modified Water Body as a 

result of insufficient information on the reason for failure and high confidence that the chemical 

status fails.  An extended deadline has therefore been set for Good Ecological Potential to be 

reached by 2027.  The objectives for the surface water bodies are: 

• Prevent deterioration in status for water bodies; 

• Aim to achieve good ecological potential by 2015; 

• Aim to achieve good surface water chemical status in water bodies by 2027; 
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• Comply with objectives and standards for protected areas where relevant; 

• Reduce pollution from priority substances and cease discharges, emissions and 

losses of priority hazardous substances. 

More detailed information is presented in Annex B. 
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